Ultrastructural investigations on the lysosomal system of lymph node lymphocytes in transplantation immunity.
Activation of the lysosomal system in T lymphocytes is demonstrated in connexion with immune stimulation, by electron microscopic study of the lymph nodes draining skin allografts. The development of primary lysosomes from enlarged Golgi apparatus, their fusion with autophagic and secretory vacuoles forming secondary lysosomes, of the cytolysome and crinophagosome type, were identified by the ultrahistochemical acid phosphatase reaction, suggesting the involvement of these organelles either in blastic transformation or in the effector function of lymphocytes, in connexion with the elaboration of active factors and cytotoxic events.